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effect that he was very old and withal blind; therefore, he hoped
the commander would visit him. A second note brought King
Nimley on board in a very few minutes after it had been re-
ceived, accompanied by several of the tribesmen and two of his
youngest wives. The unauthorized change of the boundary-line
was taken up, the treaty already in existence was read, and
King Nimley was required to explain why he had undertaken
even to discuss these matters, which were in no degree within
any authority he possessed as a subject of Liberia.

His reply was evasive; his reasons were untenable. He was
required to place the boundary mark in its original position,
and a compact was signed, sealed and delivered. Several plugs
of tobacco and a few naval buttons for necklaces for his young
wives were exchanged in ratifying the new instrument.

In return for these the King desired to bestow one of his
wives upon the commander, but he was informed that the com-
mander, being already married, was not permitted by the laws
of his country to have another wife. This rather disconcerted
King Nimley. He regretted that he was unable to make the
present, as the young queen was a good companion and had
never been sick in all her life. He added that she knew how
to manage a kraal perfectly.

The interview having terminated, the Governor requested the
commander to arrest the American and the German who were
the instigators in these violations of the law of Liberia. The
commander was obliged to decline this request for two reasons:
first, that under international law, he had no authority over
Americans except upon the high seas, and could only arrest them
there for offences against their own country; and, second, that
he had no power to arrest the citizen of a foreign country in the
territory of a country over which his own country had no control.

To these propositions the Governor disagreed, and submitted
the matter to the government at Monrovia. Some months after-
ward the State Department at Washington brought the matter
to the attention of the Navy Department, requesting reference of
the correspondence to the commander. "When the reasons for the
action taken reached the State Department, the commander re-
ceived a complimentary endorsement from the Secretary of State.

The Essex left Cape Palmas and proceeded eastward to thexed the date of the con-. W. Richardson.
